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GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

First marker: 

This is an excellent piece of work - exemplary research, 
good clear and logical structure and confident writing 
style. ....  engages with an area of research that has 
long excited the interest of classical scholars - the link 
between the Bronze Age civilisations of the Aegean 
and later Classical Greece. Here approach for doing 
this is original - focusing on the imagery of the snake 
goddess (and wider use of the snake in Min-Myc 
religion and later practices). This she explores 
theoretically, drawing upon cultural memory theory
(which she deals with confidently) and syncretism

. is fully engaged with the relevant literature -which is 
vast (Minoan and Mycenaean archaeological texts, 
theoretical texts and studies of Classical religion. She 
also considers the symbolism of the snake and how this 
was integrated within religious practices and beliefs. 
The breadth of reading and the facility with which this is 
assimilated and presented to the reader is excellent for 
an undergraduate piece of work.

What I would have liked to see however,  was a little 
more of  ... coming through. She has mastered 
academic critique and presentation, but now needs to 
develop confidence in her own independent voice.

Second marker: 

This is a well-written essay that makes decent attempts 
to grapple with theoretical perspectives (particularly 
Cultural Memory Theory and Syncretism) and



appropriate methodological approaches. Possibly the
concept of hybridity could have been brought into play
as well, although this is more an observation than
criticism. There is also an undertaking to embed the
wider discussion within the context of past scholarly
discourse on the topic, though the literary survey is
perhaps somewhat laconic.  

The juxtapositioning of connected imagery and
discussion was helpful. A nice range of examples are
drawn upon and discussed in some depth. Indeed, the
breadth of your research is quite impressive for a third
year dissertation.

Maran’s chapter on Mycenaean cultural engagement
with the Minoan world, and the manner in which that
should be framed might have added an interesting
perspective to your discussion (again I note this more
as an observation rather than a major criticism). This is
not so much directly in relation to the snake goddess
topic, but more broadly in terms of the issue of cultural
adaptation. Reference: Maran, Joseph (2011), ‘Lost in
Translation: The Emergence of Mycenaean Culture as
a Phenomenon of Glocalization’, in Toby C. Wilkinson,
Susan Sherrat and John Bennet (eds.), Interweaving
worlds; systemic interactions in Eurasia, 7th to the 1st
millennia BC, Oxford: Oxbow books, pp. 282-94.

The conclusion provides a useful weaving together of
the main threads of the discussion. I think your overall
cautious perspective is warranted.

Nice work.
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